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Gupqvatniwd: Pugytu qhutp Upbpuwtnpwynyp Usnnynyywup tn4ufigsh 
Yunbinp Swuqnygubphg £ d@ ne dbpghg: Upusbe onu Ey Swywunwif tp- 
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THE EVOLUTION OF THE ARMENIAN TIARA 


(Plates I-IT) Y. T. Nercessian 


Ever since the ancient Armenian coins have been studied, the 
Armenian tiara has been the object of study by many scholars. 
Particularly on the tetradrachm of Tigranes the Great, the tiara 
with its unique design, stylish appearance, ornaments an sym- 
bols, always without exception, has been identified as "the Ar- 
menian tiara." The scholars have tried to describe it, search 
the origin, and, lastly, explain the symbolism. 


Description 


A detailed description of the Armenian tiara varies depending 
on the author who is describing and the coin. Written documents 
from ancient times do not present us an eyewitness description 
of the tiara of the Armenian Artaxiads. Our primary and only 
source is the coin of the respective monarch on which his effigy is 
struck. Needless to point out, it is very hard to discover an- 
cient coins where two coins are issued from the same dies. Re- 
gardless of these variances of the ancient coins, the basic de- 
sign of the Armenian tiara has remained the same for most of the 
Armenian kings: a five pointed crown adorned with an eight-rayed 
star. 


1. Satrap Tiribazus (386380 B.C.) 
The. headdress.of.. Tiribazus, satrap of Western Armenia (Pl. 
I, No. 1), is the oldest head gear where we see some resem= 


blance to the Armenian tiara. It has an ear flap and a neck 
cover. This reminds the observer of a cap. 


2. Satrap Orontas (344-331 B.C.) 


The--headdresa of Orontas, satrap of Eastern Armenia (Pl. I, 
No. 2), is another ancient head gear where we see the lower 


1. J. de Morgan, Manuel de numismatique orientale (Paris, 1923- 
1936), p. 46, fig. 22. 
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part quite a bit resembling the Armenian tiara.2 


Charaspes (period unknown) 


The hats of these jugate rulers (Pl. I, No. 3) seem to be the 
forerunners of the Orontid crowns. The caps have a conical 
shape and ornamental ribbon around the forehead 3 It is 
noteworthy here to make a comparison between the caps of the 
figures depicting Armenia (Pl. II, Nos. 45, 46) on the coins 
of Octavianus August4 (27-B.C.-A.D. 14), Lucius Verus? 

(A.D. 161-169), and Marcus Aurelius (A.D. 161-181) and the 
cap of Charaspes. 


Sames (260 B.C.) 


Some numismatists have assigned this Sames® (P1. I, No. 4) 
to Commagene. However, the similarity between the cap of 
Sames and early Orontid kings of Armenia should not be dis- 
missed. 


Arsames (260-228 B.C.) 


Among the Orontid kings, Arsames® (Pl. I, No.5) is best 
known in Armenian history. He wears conical shaped hat. A 
ribbon around the forehead, surrounding the head, knotted at 
the back, falls down the neck. 


Xerxes (228 B.C.) 


The hat of Xerxes displays an improvement on the predeces- 
sors'., The conical shape has yielded its place to three peaks. 
Instead of one row of ribbon, there are three or four rows. 
They all are knotted at the back falling down the neck.9 


wn 


Ibid. pp. 52-53, fig. 34. 

Ibid. p. 191, fig, 211. 

P. Z. Bedoukian, Hayastani verabereal hroméakan dramner ew 
metalionner /Roman Coins and Medallions Relating to Armenia/ 
(RCM) (Vienna, 1971, in Armenian), pls. 1-2, Nos. 8-10. 

Ibid., pl. 7, Nos. 35, 38; pl. 10, No. 10; pl. 12, Nos. 180, 
18, et al. 

After this paper was read during the September 10, 1983, 
meeting of the Armenian ‘umismatic Society in Pico Rivera, 
California, Paul Z. Bedoukian's article on the "Coinage of the 
Armenian Kingdoms of Sophene and Commagene," ("ASC") Museum 
Notes, Vol. 28 (1983), pp. 71-88, pls. 11-12, appeared in 1984. 
For the benefit of the readers it is incorporated in the foot- 
notes. On the coins of Sames see pp. 73-74, 82, pl. 11, No. 1. 


V. Langlois, Numismatique de l'Arménie dans l'antiquité (Paris, 
1854), pp. 7-11, pl. I, No. 4; E. Babelon, Les rois de Syrie, 
d'Arménie, et de Commagéne (Paris, 1890), EP: CCVIII-CCIX, 216; 
- de Morgan, The 4istory of the Armenian eople (English edi- 
Ls 


tion, 1965), p. 
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10. 


1k. 


Abdissares (212 B.C.) 


Precious stones are seen for the first time on the crown of 

Abdissares (Pl. I, No. 7). The cap has three peaks, around 

the forehead, one row of pearls (?) at the bottom, and a rib- 
bon knotted at the beck falling down to his shoulders. 10 


Zariadres (189-? B.C.) 


A five pointed tiara is seen for the first time on the copper 
coin of Zariadres (P1. I, No. 8) but the numismatists have 
announced this coin as forgery. 1 


Artaxias I (189-160 B.C.) 


According to Movses Khorenats'i, Artaxias I struck coins with 
his effigy on it.14 Recently Asbed Donabedian attributed (with 
reservation) a copper coin to Artaxias I (Pl. I, No. 9).43 
The incomplete legend and a singular specimen do raise some 
questions. The tiara is five pointed and is facing right. 


Tigranes I (123-96 B.C.) 


The tiara of Tigranes I (P1. I, Nos. 10-12) has four points 
and is facing left.l4 The state of preservation of copper coins 
do not reveal many details. But the ear flaps on the sides 
and the ribbons at the back of the tiara can be distinclty 
seen. 


- Morgan, Manuel de numismatique orientale, p. 191, fig. 212; 
Langlos, p. 12, pl. I, No. 5; N. Jamgochian, "The Orontids of 


Armenia," SAN, Vol. VII (1976), No. 4, pp. 68-69; Bedoukian, 
FASC? pp. 74-76, 82-84, pl. 11, Nos. 2-8. Bedoukian con- 
cludes that two kings named Arsames ruled in Sophene. It is 
interesting to note that the cap of Arsames I (c. 240 B.C.) 
is pointed and conical shaped; whereas the cap of Arsames II 
(c. 230 B.C.) has a rounded top. 

Morgan, p. 192, fig. 214; Langlois, pp. 13-15, pl. I, No. 6; 
Bedoukian, "ASC," pp. 76-77, 84-85, pl. 11, Nos. 9-15. 
Morgan, pp. 191-192, fig. 213; Langlois, pp. 15-20, pl. I, 
Nos. 8-10; Bedoukian, "ASC," p. 85, pl. 11, Nos. 16-17. 

P. Z. Bedoukian, Coinage of the Artaxiads of Armenia (CAA) 
(London, 1978), p. 46, No. 1, pl. I; "ASC," pp. 77-78, 85-86, 


pl. 12, No. 12. The Orontid Zariadres ruler has a pointed cap. 


. Movses Khorenats'i, Patmut'iwn hayots' /History of the Arme- 


niany (Venice, 1955), p. 193; English edition by R. W. Thomson 
(Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1978), p. 148. 

A. Donabedian, "Artashésian harstut'ian himnadir Artashés I-i 
pghindze dramé" /A Copper Coin of Artaxias I: The. Founder of 
the Artaxiad Dynasty/, Haigazian Armenological Review, Vol. 

II (1971), pp. 135-143, pl. I, No. 1 (in Armenian). 

Bedoukian, CAA, pp. 46-47, Nos. 3-6, pl. I. 
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11. Tigranes II, the Great (95-55 B.C.) 


Among the Armenian tiaras, those appearing on the coins of 
Tigranes II remain unrivaled in variety, elaborate design, 
and profuse ornamentation. 


The tiara (Pl. I, No. 13), facing right has five peaks, lav- 
ishly decorated with pearlsor precious stones. 15 A broad 
diadem encircles the head, knotted at the back, falls down 
gracefully towards his shoulders. The tiara is adorned with 
an eight-rayed star, flanked by two eagles facing outwards, 
but have their heads turned to each other. Ear flaps and 
neck cover, edged with pearls, cover the ear and neck. 
Floral decor, on some coins, appears on the left and right 
sides of the eagles.16 


Based on tetradrachms, catalogued in various publications, 
his tiara can be classified1? as follows: 


a. Highly pointed peaks where each side of the triangle 
displays a minimum of six or more pearls (Pl. I, No. 14).18 


b. Pyramid shaped edges where each side of the triangle dis- 
plays a maximum of five pearls (Pl. I, No. 15).19 


c. Points where the eure cannot be seen (or very few can 
be partly seen) and the style is very coarse (Pl. I, 
No. 16). 


d. Instead of a peak, two seated pearls where a large pearl 
serves as a base for a smaller pearl (Pl. I, No. 17).21 


e. Instead of a peak, one seated large pearl (Pl. I, No. 18). 22 


15. Gh. Alishan, Hayapatum /Collective Historical Subjects on 
Armenians/ venice, 1901), p. 41 (in Armenian). 

16. Kh. A. Mousheghian, Hayastani dramakan gandzeré /The Coin 
Hoards of Armenia/ (Yerevan, 1973), PP. 78-79; G. MacDonald, 
"The Coinage of the Tigranes I," The Numismatic Chronicle, 
Series IV, Vol. II (1902), pp. 193-201; Bedoukian, CAA, 
pp.» 47-55, pl. 1-3. 

17. Bedoukian, Ibid. 

18. pedouk san, CAA, p. 4&7, pl- 1, No. 8; Mousheghian, p. 80, 

0. 128. 

19. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 50, pl. 2, No. 20. 

20. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 51, pl. 2, No. 23. 

21. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 49, pl. 2, No. 16. 

22. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 53, pl. 3, No. 36. 
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f£. Instead of an eight-rayed star, we have a comet replacing 
the five o'glock ray and no eagles and floral decor (Pl. 
I, No. 19). 

g- Similar to preceding tedradrachm tiaras except a star 
appears on the left side and an eagle to the right which 24 
has its head turned back towards the star (Pl. I, No. 20). 


His tiaras appearing on the drachms?> (Pl. I, No. 21) 
and copper coins26 (Pl. I, No. 22), basically, fall in 
the same categories. On most of drachms and copper coins, 
beceure of lack of space, the star can be seen with seven 
rays. 


Invariably, the question will be asked, how many points did 
the tiara of Tigranes II have? Did it have eight points (Pl. ITI, 
No. 23), nine points, ten points (Pl. II, No. 24), eleven points 
(PL. I, No. 13, Pl. II, No. 25), or twelve points (Pl. ZI, No. 26)? 
Father Alishan advocates eleven points (Pl. I, No. 13). If the 
tiara is observed exactly from the right side, only five points 7 
will be seen (the first peak appearing on the middle of the fore- 
head and the second, right next to it appearing as one). If we © 
use the same logic, then it can be argued that twelve points will 
also present five points from the side view. Till today the ti- 
aras constructed for the Armenian stage always seem to have a 
peak on the middle of the forehead. Therefore, a twelve point 
tiara would be eliminated. Why not nine or ten points? If we 
use the same logi«: of observation for the side view, the nine or 
ten points would appear as four points. Therefore, the nine and 
ten point tiaras :re out. The most likely choice would be the 
eight or eleven pointed tiara. Experimental models constructed 
by the author fox both cases, seem to favor the eight pointed 
design if we consider only the side view. On the other hand, if 
we consider the geometric relationsnip of the tiara with respect 
to the facial features, the scale tips in favor of the eleven 
pointed tiara. The coins have the last word dh the tiara. ~ 


12. Artavasdes II (56-34 B.C.) 


The tetradrachms of Artavasdes II, like his father, Tigranes 
II, display the Armenian tiara in full detail.29 His high 


23. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 48, pl. I, Nos. 10-11. 

24. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 49, pl. 1, Nos. 14-15. 

25. Bedoukian, CAA, pp. 55-61, pl, &. 

26. Bedoukian, CAA, pp. 62-68, pIs. 5-6, Nos. 91-128. 

AM ecounian, CAA, p. 55, on 4, No. 50. 

28. Alishan, Hayapatum, p. 7 

29. Kh. A. Mousheghian, "Artavasd II-i ch'orekdramiané ," /The 
Tetradrachm of Artavasdes II/, Patma-Banasirakan andes, Vol. 
XVII (1964), No. 2 (25), pp. 317-323; Bedoukian, CAA, 
p. 69, pl. 6, No. 129; Bank Leu AG Zflrich, Auktion 30 (28 

April 1982), p. 38, No. 201, plate and front cover. 
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tiara is five pointed, decorated with pearls. A broad diaden, 
encircling the forehead, knotted at the back, falls down 
gracefully towards and below his shoulders. The tiara is 
adorned with an eight-rayed star surrounded with pearls ina 
rectangular fashion. No eagles, but floral decor appears on 
the left and right sides of the rectangle. The ear flap is 
folded inside the tiara. Edged with pearls, the neck cover, 
though it is a short one, covers his neck. 


His tiara appearing on the drachms3?® (P1. II, Nos. 28-29) 
and copper coins? (Pl. II, No. 30) has five pointed peaks. 
In many ways they are similar to the tetradrachms except 
that the star is flanked by two eagles facing outwards, their 
heads turned to each other. 


13. Artaxias II (30-20 B.C.) 


So far no silver coins have been found from this monarch. 
The copper coins are poorly preserved .32 The details of 
the tiara cannot be studied. 


14. Tigranes III (20-8 B.C.) 


A tall five pointed tiara, adorned with a large star, is 
gtruck on the drachms33 (Pl. II, No. 31). His copper coins 
(PL. II, Nos. 32-33) display a high five pointed tiara. 34 


15. Latter Artaxiads (8 B.C.-A.D. 6) 


On the rest of the coins of the latter Artaxiad kings the 
tiara does not appear in a good state of preservation. The 
coins of kings Tigranes IV (8.5 B.C.)35 (Pl, II, Nos. 34-35), 
Artavasdes III (5-3 B.C.)36 (P1. II, No. 36), Tigranes Ty 
and Erato 37 (2 B.C.-A.D. 1), Artavasdes IV and Augustus 8 
(A.D. 4-6), Tigranes V and Erato39 (Pl. II, Nos. 37-38) as 
well as Tigranes V (Pl. II, No. 39) and Augustus*® (A.D. 6), 
and Artaxias III (Pl. II, No. 44) and Germanicus*! (A.D. 18- 
34) are vivid illustrations of this type specimens. Some 
Latter Artaxiad rulers’? (Artavasdes IV, Pl. II, No. 36) 
were not even engraved on their coins with an Armenian tiara; 
they had a Roman style laureate. 


30. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 69, pl. 6, No. 130. 

31. Bedoukian, CAA, pp. 69-70, pl. 6, Nos. 132-135. 
32. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 70, pl. 6, No. 136. 

33. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 70, pl. 6, No. 137. 

34. Bedoukian, CAA, pp. 71-73, pls. 6-7, Nos. 138-147. 
35. Bedoukian, CAA, pp. 73-75, pl. 7, Nos. 148-159. 
36. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 75, pl. 8, No. 160. 

37. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 76, pl. 8, Nos. 161-162. 

38. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 76, pl. 8, Nos. 163-164. 
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Origin 

The Origin of the Armenian tiara has kept the scholars busy 
studying the history and the art of neighboring nations. So far 
none has been able to offer an answer which could be satisfactory 
and acceptable. 


The satrapal head grars had neck covers and ear flaps. The 
The Orontid caps, at the beginning, had a conic shape. But 
eventually peaks were added to the top and a diadem around the 
forehead, edged with pearls, was knotted at the back. The Arta- 
xiad tiara, simple and four peaked at the beginning, evolved in- 
to an elaborate five peaked and very distinctive tiara. 


Was the source’3 of the Armenian tiara Parthians, Assyrians, 
or the Armenians? In the opinion of this writer, the source 
was ordinary and common Armenian people (Pl. II, Nos. 45, 46) or 
the people who inhabited the historic Armenia. Today we see the 
likeness of the monarchs of Middle Eastern Arab nations, appear- 
ing on their currency,44 with the same kind of headdress that 
the common folk of their countries wear for a headdress. Would 
it not be logical to assume the same for the monarchs of Armenia? 
After all Zeno, the son of Polemo of Pontus, when crowned as king 
of Armenia, was renamed as Artaxias III so that he can be accept- 
able to the Armenians. 45 Then why would not a satrap trying to 
govern Armenia and win the loyalty of the Armenians would not try 
to earn the respect, dedication, and the love of the Armenians? 
According to Armenian legendary history, when King Artashés 
(Artaxias) died, many Armenians chose to be buried alive 
with the beloved king. Would the Armenians sacrifice them- 
selves and be buried alive for a dead monarch who was being 
dressed like an Assyrian, Parthian, or Roman, but not like an 
Armenian? 


In conclusion, the Armenian tiara, at the beginning, was 
the headdress of common Armenian folk. Gradually evolved into 
an elaborate crown which was recognized and unquestionably ac- 
cepted as "the Armenian tiara." 


39. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 77, pl. 8, Nos. 165-166. 

40, Bedoukian, CAA, p. 77, pl. 8, No. 167. 

41. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 77, pl. 8, No. 168. 

42. Bedoukian, CAA, p. 76, pl. 8, Nos. 163-164. 

43. F. K. DOrner, Th. Goell, Arsameia am nymphaios (Berlin, 1963), 
pp- 215-216, pls. 48-50; J. H. Young, "Commagenenian Tiaras: 
Royal and Divine," American Journal of Archaeology, Vol. 68 
(January 1964), No. 1, pp. 29-34, pls. 11-12; H. Toros,"Tig- 
ran's Crown," SAN, Vol. I (July 1969), No. 1, pp. 13-14, front 
cover; R. D. Sullivan, "Diadochic Coinage in Commagene After 
Tigranes the Great,” The Numismatic Chronicle, Series V, Vol. 
XIII (1973), pp. 18-39, pl. 14; H. Toros, "Tigran's Crown in 
Commagene," SAN, Vol. VII (1976), No. 4, pp. 65-66; G. A. 
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Symbolism 


Ancient Armenia was not exempt from symbolism. 47 The expla- 
nation of symbolism used by the Armenians is not an easy task. 
The symbols are inscribed on coins,#8 miniature paintings,49 
stone reliefs and architectural monuments,°° etc. However, the 
following symbols inscribed on the Armenian tiara are limited in 
number, but in many ways, mysterious in their explanation: 


1. The peaks of tiara 


Why so much literature on a tiara? Throughout all ages the 
tiara symbolised the independence and might of Armenia. When 
Tigranes the Great was defeated by Pompey the Great, as a 
gesture of surrender, he removed his tiara (some historians 
call it diadem) to place at the feet of Pompey.51 Marcus 
Antonius proudly engraved the Armenian tiara on his coins (Pl. 
II, Nos. 40-41) to announce his victory.°? Augustus, though not a 
friend of Marcus Antonius, was not to be left out from a sim- 
ilar glory (Pl. II, Nos. 42-43).53 Even the denarius of Ger- 
manicus°4 hails to the world the coronation and placing of 
the piers on the head of Artaxias III by the emperor (Pl. II, 
No. 44). 


Tiratsian, "Armfanskafa Tiara: Opyt kulturno-istoricheskof 
interpretatsii /The Armenian Tiara: An Historical- 
Cultural Interpretation/, Vestnik DrevneY Istorii, (1982), 
No. 2 (160), pp. 90-96, figs. I=7.  » © 

4h. A. Pick, Standard Catalog of World Paper Money (Munich, 
1980), p. 944, Nos. 14-20. 

45. de Luynes, "Médaille inédite de Germanicus," Revue Numisma- 
tique, Vol. III (1838), pp. 338-342; E. A. Sydenham, The 


Oinage of Caesarea in Cappadocia (New York edition, 1972), 
Pe 32, Oe L9, fig. ° 


46. Khorenats'si, edited by Thomson, p. 203. 
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47. A. Baldwin, Symbolism on Greek Coins (New York edition, 
1977), 106 PRs, 6 pls. 


48. A. Sh. Mnats'akanian, Haykakan zardarvest /Armenian Decora- 
tive Art/ (Yerevan, 1955), 658 pp., 1118 illus. 

49. L. A. Dournavo, Armenian Miniatures (New York, 1961), 187 
pp.; also Miniature arménienne (Yerevan, 1969), 38 pp. text, 
79 pls.; H. and H. Buschhausen, The 4llustrated Armenian 


Manuscripts of the Mekhitarist Congregation in Vienna (Vienna, 
1977), 37 pp. text, 250 illus.; S. Der Nersessian, Armenian 
Manuscripts in the Walters Art Gallery (Baltimore, 1973], 
108 pp. text, 493 illus.; M. Janashian, Armenian Miniature 
Paintings of the Monastic Library at San Lazzaro, Vol. I 
(Venice, 1966), 51 pp. text, 84 pls.; et al. 

50. S. Der Nersessian, Aght'amar (Cambridge, Massachusetts, 1965), 
60 pp., 77 pls.; Documents of Armenian Architecture: No. 2, 
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Khatchkar, 63 pp., 64 figs.; also No. 8, Aghtamar, 120 opp., 
80 figs. 
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The cylindrical shape of the crown probably is a very common 
form and utilized by many nations. 


Why pyramid shaped peaks? Where did they come from? The 
late Paul Carnig, was convinced that Tigranes was a devout 
worshipper of Mithra (Mihr) and that eight-pointed crown sur- 
rounded the head of Mithra©° By wearing a tiara which em- 
bodied Mithra, Tigranes was deifying himself. 


Diadem 


The diadem encircling the forhead, knotted at the back, falls 
gracefully downwards to the shoulders. On many occasions a 
diadem is considered equivalent to a tiara56 A ruler, to > 
indicate that he is a king, could have chosen to wear only a 
diadem, perhaps edged with pearls, instead of a tiara. 


Neck cover and ear flaps 


With the exception of Artavasdes II, most Artaxiad kings dis- 
play ear flaps on their coins.5/ In case of Artavasdes II, a 
detailed examination reveals that it is turned inside of his 
diadem.8 Of course, the drape, edged with pearls, can be 
seen very distinctly on his neck. But it is much shorter 
than the neck cover of his father. 


Eagles 


Father Alishan considers the birds and the star as original 
and unique decorations, not simple decorations, but mysteri- 
ous symbols as old as the style of the crown. 59 


Morgan, The History of the Armenian People, p. 96. 
Bedoukian, RCM, pp. 30-42, pl. 1, Nos. 5-6. 


Bedoukian, RCM, pp. 43-59, pls. 1-3, Nos. 7-19; A. Patrik, 
Haykakan Taraz /Armenian Costumes/ (Yerevan, 1967), p. 20, 
pl. 7; J-B. Giard, "Signis receptis. Armenia capta,* Bulletin 


de la Bibliothéque Nationale, Vol. II (March 1977), No. 1, 
pp. 25-29; et al. 

de Luynes, E. A. Sydenham. 

The presentation on a trip to Armenia, was given in one of 
the unannounced meetings of Armenian Numismatic Society. 
Later, the subject was given as a public lecture, in Pasadena, 
California in late 1970's. 

V. Hats'uni, Patmut'iwn hin hay tarazin /The History of 
Ancient Armenian Costume/ (Venice, 1923), p. 6h. 

Bedoukian, CAA, pls. 1-8. 

Bank Leu AG Zttrich. 

Gh. M. Alishan, "Dramk' II Tigranay, ew tag haykakan" /Coins 
of Tigranes II and the Armenian Crown/, Bazmavep, Vol. VI 
(1848), pp. 275-280, 1 pl. 
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Here it must be noted that many nations have used the eagles 
on their standards.69 Certainly it would not be out of place 
for the Armenians to add their national eagles on their coat 
of Arms. Even during the period of the Armenian Arsacids the 
eagle was a part of the national emblem.61 


5. Bight-rayed star 


Father Hats'uni considers the eight-rayed star as the sun 
worshipped: by the ancient Armenians and praised by the 
minstrels of Goghten. 


An eight-pointed star was the symbol of Mithra,63 the sun- 
god of the Armenians.64 Tigranes, by wearing the tiara 
decorated with the symbols of Mithra, was proclaiming to the 
world that he is the heir of Mithra. 


Zusuuuuy wNsChy ZAlLAdNshl 
(Udtiinidined ) 


Uunpuy Siipppwqnup (386-380 U.2.) gqywungn fuwqnyu qnulu 
E, an ner day uae pnyph udwuncfpeu vp: Ppd— Gop, fprpwpwus fen 
yugnpnnn quiuyuppu qywungn (“pntuqwu, “upwuytu, Uudbu, Pubpp- 
ufu, Upnpuuntu, 2upb$, Unuwebu U, Shqnwi RF, Unnwiwqny Poot wy 
Unwwzabubwt uppwubp ) dinunewd & npn2g guiind Up be fp Yoppny Swuw 
Sham Gal fungnht, np qpudughuwwu gngwuwlpu JE? Gwugniwd E fip- 
poe wyywywu foyop~s: 


s wu F-h pnypp, ntyb uw? nupdud , neup Spuq dwuppubp: 
eee un zoo Gulwan, Iwuqnegniwd — qyfuneu tuft Ue 
ébwyntpn 4’ peu neu fp yap: Mnypn qupqupniad E nePuunuwdbwy 
wunnny’ Yoanpopn.u ncubuayny ceywyut wpdpe Ge ugh Yupf swup 
acup wbwidulapubp Ge dqkwy: 


fuubpny Shqnwt R-b gnptpqpwdbwiubpp, yupbyh & pnypbtpncu 


60. The Encyclopedia Americana (New York, 1948), Vol. 9, p. 474, 
et al. 


61. V. Hats'uni, Hay drdshneré patmut'ian mej /The Armenian Flags 
in History/ (Venice, 1930), pp. 25-26. 

62. Ibid, pp. 29-39. 

63. B. Top'chian, Mihrakanut'iwn /Mithraism/ (Beirut, 1969), pp. 


10,, 30: 
64. Y. Tourian, Hayots hin kroné kam haykakan dits'abanut'iwn 
/The Ancient Religion of Armenia or Armenian Mythology/ 


(Jerusalem, 1933), pp. 39-42. 
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wy Ugdunpby. we. unwéuyn cunqupnw2wp dwufpubnp, p. ppqudébr vup- 
ia Dutihglbe. q. Gpyne gS a be ne UEY cup 
qunhuny duupp, qe pnw nifuanuadbwts wuunh > Yn ugdupnrch bofttw- 
nudtGwu wunq be dwdp 5:00 duynpu Ypwy Yn ugdwpnch wuney Up, &. 
nt@uenulbwu waunh Ynnphu Yn ugdupnrh VEY wpdhe, pnw Gplne 
wnonep: 


\ 5, tenntienene pl eee Bag oby pe ee 
wgub), np pum nnus poe nyonp wkup & ne wy nie dwufpubn. 
uwhuyu GRE uyumh neu wtp ugh dwuppubtnpne he Jupn guy hu npto- 
ghoh yupwptpnrPpeuibnn, nwutdty dwuppvtpny poypp apwwpwtwlw 
’bnpbrp: Puyg vin Jpwl wopheptbpp pnypbpne doch Swdtup Stuwqnyt 
optptu vbgh Swuwd npudubpu bu: 


Upnuiwqn P-h fnypp qnpbpe udwa & Shepwt Vbdsh pnyptpnee: 
Nitp cwup gdnginpneBpeuubp: YbpPpu Unuwzokubws wppuubpne wynpudt 
npwlttpnrt Yypwy npngdnewd funynp nruncdtwufpby ndniwp E, 
praia vgne Lue yu fuywuntwd gerpuparu fudun: fdwip ppbug nnut- 
UGpnet dpwy ght ywohbpniwd werwinuyw Suyyulws pnypnd, wy, Yn 
Ypbu Snnvtwhwt dunhbyuwl vp: 


hugyl®u ubpws — Soyuwhwt poynn: Uva Ge unw? n?y Stupws 
£ Suy4uhwu fngpp: Spdunebynd Vbpdwinp Unbebyph dngjndacpnutpnare 
unpibjpwhbpyht dpwy, Yupbyp & bqnuyuguby~ BE Swy dngndnepgh 
éngtu é6uwe Swyhuwt poyppu uupuwywt dbcp: Uunpuy Shphpwqnup qy- 
fwingp gun uw E wy qyfwungubpncu np Suy dngandatpnn qnpdwiud 
Ypuuy ppp: Uye Gufupynewd £ | ee opofne@ouwug frpwpwi- 
ébtp uppuyhu ynndt: 


Gang cp apwlwqbauGn be yumdugkuubp Swuugwé Gu pugumpby, 
Gary burly jon jee qupntipu ne ébr.tpp fwqnit pop ipnuyuznnet boul p: 
fuptpn. puBugphu Swyyuwhwi fngnp vbphwywgnigwd E Caysuant pul- 
qupugwt wibwpnr@hrup Yat w, fwquinpntfprup: 2nndEwhwh npwdua- 
pau dnwy ywnbpniwds Swyyulwu pngpp neup Shay FEY toon 
owtnarguuby wnwn wahen Shh BE Snnd unewOud £ suywunwtp yunbpwaqdh 
nugubu dnwy: Shu fwyng vow Yupuwlwyp Sudtwqop En fingnhu: Shq- 
VGd Gpp Swubg fp Ywpuwhwyp be qpwe Indyknu Vbsép nuptpn.y vop- 
eG, wyn yp uguuwltp fp ffwqu ne fuquinnarPhrun ywuduby wunp: 


UpSpwutwunrPbut Shubenpnubpp yp yun, PE Shqnwi Vbiph su- 
tuumugéuy, wpu En Ge BE VpSph wan netvEp nif dwufpubp: Vpbs.- 
unyt wobt winpwlwawtwkws ¢’?bpbehp wyt Yupywsn, Bi 2bfwunu Swy 
ganndnipnhu fjudup ncPiwunwZbwy wumnn Ynuwp vopywywgtb, ppbug 
Yowtp uninn wuuntwéin* wobep: 


GC. & vbputubwt 
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PLATE I 


THE EVOLUTION OF THE ARMENIAN TIARA 
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PLATE ITI 
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NERCESSIAN, THE EVOLUTION OF THE ARMENIAN TIARA 
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SARKISSIAN, Henry V. Ara Sarksian—Medaler /Ara Sarlissian: The 
Medalist/ - Apa CapkesH—MezaAbep, aprop | expux CapKucan. 
Lraber Hasarakakan Gitut'yunneri, Vol. XLIV (May 1983), No. 5 
(485), pp. 68-77. In Russian with Armenian summary. 

The famous sculptor Ara Sarkissian (1902-1969), during the crea- 

tive years of his life also designed numerous medals. His first 

medal was dedicated to Richard Robert (1922). During the period 
of 1920-1940, Ara Sarkissian created very few medals. However, 
the years 1950-1960 were comparatively fruitful. Only during 

1957-1958 he sculpted twenty-three plaques and medals dedicated 

to famous scientists of Armenian descent and those of universal 

inspiration. Eventually he designed the medals of the 4Oth an- 
niversary of Soviet Armenia (1960), the 2000th anniversary of Ar- 
menian theatre (1968), and the 2750th anniversary of Yerevan 

(1968). The creations of Ara Sarkissian put the foundation to 

the development of medallic art in Soviet Armenia. YTN 
Ugwuwinpn pwunuwqnpd Upw Uwnqubwup (1902-1969) fp unbnéwqnp- 

6utws Yowuph mitngnrPbwt qpawnwé £ twhr. Jbnuywyht wancbumny: hp 
unugpu vbnwyp unchpwd & hpwpn Anpbpwpl (1922 f0.): 1920-1940 pp. 
Upw Uwnqubwt unbnéwé —& Uh pwup Uinwy,: Unlwyt 1950-1960 muppub- 
po punnuny np Gnwé &U pbinJuwenp: Vbwytu 1957-1958 ff. wi finpwq- 
pwd & puwubptp ypwhbuubp ne vbnwytap unchpnewsd Sy whwuwenp qhu- 
eelattitonuk 6. qhunctfbwu SudwopupSuyhpu qnpdppubpneu: fbubrwaun 
wu a mwé & vbnwyubpp uneppnewd ,Undbuwhwt 2u;wunwup 40-pn nwpb- 
nun hu (1960, a Punpnup 2000-ubwlpu (1968) be “pbruh G huftrur 
nopvwta 2750-pn uuptnupéhu (1968): Upw Uwnqubwup enbiqdwenyéne- 

Bprvuipn thvp npht dbqujwy pv upnebunp qupqugdwup Mnpspnuy hu 

guywunwup TEP: Gu 


LETTER - uuu (Gwp. i-pn Esti) 

hugytu chan’ Supnium Ep vynbtwqhowlwt pudpup: bud gun bu 
antp qujhu Ubpnijbuvp uzpunutptbpp, ypysnn qhuuwhwu EC: Unw 
wyu dGpfpu uzpunwupn nbn pod yupnwghy, wyu pud gun Sbuwpnpplg: 

Lnyu £ mbub, Gupbght 8nqubpbwth wopwncPhruubph énqndqwéonch 
1-pu Swanpp: Uyunbn ywy yonniwé ~*guyng Spu npuwdubpp**, pud 
Mente £ wyt qanep gtp pugqnyb, 2bp Vwwbtw2wpncd: NAcqupynid bw 
wyn yonniwif font apehaelialt uncbwebpp: 


Nenuplned Gd pw dnpphk yonnewép uywgqpnewd van vwuyuhw 
Spnubo Yuue @opfned: 


Unphg punncubgtp fd gunpiudwyncehpruubpn, yusnnnifpruubp 2bq: 
inn 


Henry Barkissian 
Yerevan 
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